Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 LONDON 04205 171833Z 

71 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 lSO-00 ClAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 

lNR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 SAB-01 SAM-01 /071 W 

051482 

R 171830ZMAR 76 
EM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9952 

SECRET LONDON 04205 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PINS, PFOR, LE, UK, XF 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE AND ARAB-ISRAELI SITUATIONS 

REE: STATE 64279 

1 . EMBOFF BRIEFED URWICK, HEAD OF FCO NEAR EAST DEPART- 
MENT, ON US ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION IN LEBANON AS SET 
FORTH IN REFTEL. LATEST BRITISH JIC ASSESSMENT ON LEBAN- 
ON SENT TO WASHINGTON YESTERDAY. URWICK INDICATED LEBAN- 
ON IS PRESENTLY ECO MOST IMMEDIATE CONCERN IN NEAR EAST 
BECAUSE OF POSSIBILITY OF DETERIORATION OF SITUATION 
WHICH COULD LEAD TO ISRAELI INTERVENTION. HOWEVER, 

BRITISH DO NOT PLAN TO PROPOSE ANY STATEMENT BY EC-9 AND 
ARE INCLINED TO BELIEVE THAT ANY SUCH STATEMENT WOULD BE 
COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE AT THIS POINT. 

2. ECO CONTINUES TO BE AVIDLY INTERESTED IN WHAT USG 
PROPOSES TO DO NEXT IN ARAB-ISRAELI MEDIATING EFFORT. 
HOWEVER, NEXT FCO APPROACH TO USG ON THIS ISSUE IN STATE 
OF SUSPENDED ANIMATION PENDING ELECTION OE NEW PRIME MIN- 
ISTER. 
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